	THE NUMBER OF LANDMINE VICTIMS HAS DECREASED 30 PERCENT ... SINCE LAST YEAR IN WESTERN AFGHANISTAN.  

AUTHORITIES ARE CREDITING THE AGENCIES WORKING TO CLEAR MINES.  

FAISAL KARIMI REPORTS.

(Nat sot from Demining machines in Mine Action area )

THESE ARE DEMINING MACHINES... WORKING IN A RESIDENTIAL AREA OF WESTERN HERAT PROVINCE. .. THE SAME AREA WHERE DOZENS OF PEOPLE WERE INJURED IN EXPLOSIONS From Last Year up to Now. 
AHMADULLA IS ONE THE VICTIMS. HE LOST A hand AND TWO LEGS.

SOT AHMANULLAH – WHEN I WENT UP THE ROAD, I GOT TO THE MINE ACCIDENT. NOW, I AM DISABLED.
 THERE IS MINE ACTION AREA IN JABRAEL TOWN IN HEART.THIS AREA COVERED BY THE MIBE IN PERSIOD OF RUSSIAN FORCES ATTACK AND MOJAHEDIN PERIOD IN 1980.

EVEN THOUGH DEMINING ACTIVITIES HAVE HAD GREAT SUCCESS... OFFICIALS SAY HUNDREDS OF ACRES OF LAND ARE STILL CONTAMINATED WITH MINES IN WESTERN REGION OF AFGHANISTAN.
 (SOT -- MOQEM NOORI AREA MANAGER FOR MINE ACTIONWE HAD 1834 MINE ACCIDENT IN WEST REGION FROM  1989 WE CLEANED MANY AREA FORM THE MINE. OUR AFFICE AFFECTED ABOUTE 80389 PEOPLE IN DEFFRENT COMMUNITY. 
THE ORTOHOPAEDIC CENTER IN HEART AND E RED CROSS INTERNATIONAL COMETTE FOR THE RED CROSS PROVIDE SERVICES FOR PEOPLE WHO ARE DISABLED, INCLUDING PHYSICAL THEAPY AND WALKING DEVICES.

( SOT-- HEAD OF ICRC THOPAEDIC CENTER 

DAY BY DAY NUMBER OF MINE VICTIMS IS DECREASING. FOR A TIME BEING OUR PATIENT ARE THE ONES WHICH IS THE CAUSE OF DISABILITY ROAD ACCIDENT, TRAUMA AND SOME DISEASES.   

THE DEMINING PROCEEDURES POSE MANY TYPES OF DANGERS FOR THE WORKERS.  JUST THIS WEEK 28 DEMINERS WERE KIDNAPPED BY THE TALIBAN.  EVEN SO, THE WORK CONTINUES, WITH THE GOAL OF BRINGING THE NUMBER OF VICTIMS OF LANDMINES... TO ZERO. 
In Herat Faisal Karimi, Update News
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